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Why would a 35-ysarold mother

of four have a baby with a }J-year- -

old boy, serva jeif time for child rape
— and then violate a couri order not
to see him again after her reléase?
Experts speculate there 13 more
than sex involved in the behavior of
Mary Kay LeTourneay, the former
grade-school teacher in Seattle who
had sex with one of her pupils.
Menial health professionals talk
asbout & womans moral develop-
ment, a misconception of what con-
sritutes jove, an abusa of power be-

_tween teacher and pupil, & romentic -

obsession with a froubled teen, the
attraction of forbidden fruit, and a
gpecter that soclety won't face: a fe-
male sex offender, ’

And they address the natlon'’s es-

cination with the case. "We are
drawh 1o the issue, beyond the pruri-
ent interest, not only because it chal-

lenges our conventlonal Moral stan-.

dards, buf because it makes ustakea
logk at ourssives, what we believe
about sex and relatlonships,’ seys
Evergreen, Colo, sex theraplst Da-
vid Schnarch. “It makes us try to un-
derstand what is happening here.”

Schnarch is author of The Sexual

- Crucible and Passionate Marriage.
None of the experta wiil diagnose
a woman whom they have never
met But Schnarch theorizes that her
passion-was not an aét of love, hityw-
ever much both of them think it
might have beep been, "That fics.n
the face of what love is. This was

clearly not in his best inerests”
Youn e “should be ;;_rrmect-

- Trom exploliation by maulis sed's
SATE ﬁb’i;ﬁmlnmy

instituis for Research in Sex, Geader
and Reproduction, in Bloemingon,
nd. “Even if a minor falls in love
and wants 1o be Wit
an age wnen i b ?
opeproecen iz s old enough
o take re,qmpmpz_ior such a cru-

o ey

an aduit

Woman'’s obsession for

" shaw, past president of the American

Convictad: Mary Kay LeTourneau was senteived o six months In jall for the
rapa of A taan. After her raleass, sha was caught with the boy and arrested.

Emmf minorfalis inove and wants fo b

with an aduit, he when he needs and |
deseives tobag o untitheis cld enough to
take responsibility for such & crucial part of his life.” i
__ lohn Bancroft, Kinsey Institute for Research |

. in Sex, Gender, and Reproduetion. 3

heaithy pehavior when she first 100k Association of Sex Educalors, Cour 1

the risk ip her career her family, = seioms and Therapisis, "Her jud
her freedom says Theresa Cren- ~méni Was impalred and her behav.
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LeTournean was arrested Tuesday during a predawn fendezvous | tional ume Oil W BV UCLUN

wmmw.nwmmmm'ﬁmemeyhadseeneachotherprivmly Her time in treatment may not
ﬁnceha?epmawmatbrnp&mmmerandherhv{wwa havebeenadequate.acpensmgg&;
i ghe met with him because the boy asked her to. ° R Although he does not know LeTour:
' “He was having troubles at school, troubles at home. He needed . neau's case, psychologist Eli Coled ~
: chody who he could taik to. He initiated the contact.’ David ,,mn,directoroftheymgrammﬁ

i Gehrke,lx'mmneau'saﬁomey.wldrheNemTﬁpwwogmm - mnnSe:ma'lityattheUnivexsity o
4 -“shes just all torn up reafizing what's gotngon® 5~ - o Minnesota Medical School, says ar
i Their §.month-old dau‘ghter'ﬁvwwiﬂrt\wﬁw’s family . — _ effective program takes-two t0 four
:  -LeTourneal boy at the elementary. where she was a years. T —
: teasherandhewasapupﬂ.newaslswhenmeybemhavmsmin, - Healsoseesa“doublegtandard"
{  the summer Of 1986, . . : 1 tor female sex offenders in treat-

i They say they love each other. The boy says they. chered rings and ~ |. ment. “Femnale offenders are some- .
='wantedahaby."rheboy,nuwl&isnowinelghthgrgdg..nehasnot. howonenablemwiggleoutodthe

: _been_wschools!nce.!an.'zs. . c. T | - system,” Coleman says. Often less
:o troubled Tuesday, he paged the woman during a sleep-over stringent with women than men, the
1 atatﬁend‘shme.Shedeﬁedcounord_erswstayawayand'dmvem | judicial ignwreapttoleta
i see him. Police looking for'a stolen car noticed the ir in a vehicle woman go “before successful cont
1 wi wingd : : Coe ) letion of treatment™ :

ows. - -
Gehrkesaldthetwowereclothedmdnmdym@. . Many experts also say there’s 8
“They weren't trying to hide;” Gehrke sald. “They were sitting in -second double standard, 8 “gender,
Mary's car parked in front of the liouse she was staying.” ' blas!” as Schnarch calls’it. It this
She was asrested one month after being released from King Courty | involved an older man with a mugcl
Jall in Seattle, where she served two months of a six month sentence- youg%er woman, it weuld garn
: mu

Onvlednmdaysbewasunderszlcidewatchmmesamejaﬂ.- less attention.-

LeTourneau will admit breaking the: conditions of her suspended In general, “when an older womai

-3 sentencebutwi]laskfoﬂenlency—eledmnic]wmemomtoring.a . .choos&sayoungermn,itisascanf.

1 stay in a haliway house, perhaps.a short jail term, Gehrke sald. dal® Crenshaw says. She recalls

:l L when singer Jerry Lee Lewis niar- -
ried a teenage “ft wasn't con-

' asisschnarch:"Whatarewetalk- fused” with another and be wynable sidered an obsession, put bad judg
‘1ngahouthere?_$elﬁshnm? Abouta to function as @ whole- individusl ment’
‘womanwimngtodetweveryoneand . without USing angther person 0 Bancroft adds, “1f this Were 8
-everyb get what she wapis? maintain emotional'sic({:llnhrlum." an a_g

“ About her moral development, about Sexologist Robert

wou a (3] R
exploitation? About an antisocial of Heterosexuality, cites 8 possible —Experis ao not expect an cutbreak
personality who Is not capable of {ro- wgorbidden fruit syndroime. Thevery ofthistype of behavior. “This of
-ly bonding with anybody, making faetmlsboywasoﬂlimilsmayhave . obsession with_an
her willing to perform high-risk be-- inflamed her desire, and her ‘rToman- appen, ancroit says, but it

to " ——

paviors and to defy the court?” ‘ _’ﬁ_mmmw
Tt is possible, Schnarch seys, that  had nothmgwmtsoevertodo‘with : Crenshaw, “This is an aberre:
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